VLab Report of Activities tor Supporting
Agencies

The Questions in this form should be answered based on the VLab activities of your Institution for the period
from January to December 2015.

About the Institution '

1. Please select your Institution from the list below. *

United States National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration's Environmental Satellite
Data and Information Service - NOAA/NESDIS

2. Please select from the list below the Centre(s) of Excellence (CoEs)
you directly support. *

Please select all options that are relevant.



3. What were the major achievements in supporting VLab CoE(s)
during this reporting period? *

The NOAA/NCEP/WPC International Tropical and South America Desks trained 19
visitors. The visitors spend 4 months at the desk and came from Antigua-Barbuda,
Argentina, Barbados, Brazil, Chile, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Jamica, Paraguay, Peru,
Saint Lucia, Suriname, and Trinidad-Tobago.

The Regional Focus Group of the Americas and Caribbean conducted 12 monthly
bilingual (English/Spanish) weather briefings. Twenty eight countries outside the US
participated: Argentina, Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Cayman Islands, Chile,
Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominica, Ecuador, El Salvador, Germany, Grenada, Haiti,
Honduras, Nigeria, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Saint Kitts and Nevis, South Africa, Spain,
Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago, Uruguay, Venezuela, and the US. The number of
countries participating each month ranged between 9 and 16 (average 12); and the
number of participants each month ranged between 19 and 63 (average 32).

In support of GEONETCast activities, a NOAA/WMO Train the Trainers GEONETCast
workshop was held 25-26 April 2015 prior to the NOAA Satellite Conference (27 April — 1
May 2015). The workshop focused on the many aspects of GNC-A, including software
packages to view and do simple manipulations with the data. The participants came
from Argentina, Barbados, Belize, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominica,
Ecuador, Geneva, Honduras, Mexico, Peru, St. Lucia, SUrinam, Trinidad-Tobago, and the
US. The report from the workshop can be found here on p 89 (APPENDIX J):
http://satelliteconferences.noaa.gov/2015/doc/NSC2015_Final_Report.pdf

NOAA also hosted the meeting of the Coordination Group on Satellite Data Requirements
for Regions Ill and IV. The group greatly aids in identifying and synthesizing user needs
for satellite data, products and associated training, and assists in effective user-provider
dialogue towards meeting these requirements.

NOAA and CIRA provided travel support to attend the Train the Trainers GEONETCast
Workshop, the SDR meeting, and the NOAA Satellite Conference, (25 April - 1 May 2015).
NOAA funded 21 people to attend the workshop, SDR meeting, and conference.

NOAA through CIRA continues to provide funding and support for the VLab Technical
Support Officer.

A McIDAS-V software training workshop was held in San Jose, Costa Rica, 4-8 May 2015.
There were 13 participants from Barbados, Guatemala, Honduras, El Salvador, Costa
Rica and Panama



4. What were the main difficulties in supporting VLab CoE(s) during
this reporting period? *

5. Does this institution have a webpage dedicated to explain its
involvement and support to VLab (as indicated in the document “VLab
Expectations from Satellite Operators)? *

If "Yes" was selected from the question above, please provide the URL
to access the webpage

About Training



6. Is any kind of Learning Management System used by your institution
to conduce training activities? *

7. Can the CoE(s) supported by your institution request to use your
Learning Management System in their VLab training events? *

Please use the space below to provide any additional comments
regarding Question 7 *

8. Is any kind of Online Conferencing System used by your institution to
conduce training activities? *



9. Can the CoE(s) supported by your institution request to use your
Online Conferencing System in their VLab training events? *

Please use the space below to provide any additional comments
regarding Question 9 *

10. Please list any training resource your institution has developed over
this reporting period *

For each Training Resource please include: 1)Title of Training Resource, 2) Type of resource (e.g. text book,

video, Moodle course, PowerPoint slides, recorded lecture, etc) and 3) Availability of resource (can be shared,
institutional use only).



Prediction. Presenter: Michael Folmer, ESSIC and CICS at NOAA CWCP; recorded lecture;
can be shared.
Getting the Most out of COMET Satellite Training Resources via MetEd; recorded lecture;
can be shared.

VISIT lessons - all are video and can be shared
http://rammb.cira.colostate.edu/training/visit/training_sessions/

Introduction to NCC DNB VIIRS imagery in AWIPS; video; can be shared.

Applications of RSO Satellite Imagery for Winter Storms; video; can be shared.

A Brief Introduction to Social Science: A course for physical scientists; video; can be
shared.

Use of VIIRS imagery for Tropical Cyclone Forecasting; video; can be shared

NUCAPS Soundings in AWIPS; video; can be shared.

Can total lightning help with warnings for non-supercell tornadoes?; video; can be shared.
Tracking the Elevated Mixed Layer with a new GOES-R Water Vapor Band; video; can be
shared.

Resources on COMET/METED are combined video, lesson text, and media gallery; can
be shared

https://www.meted.ucar.edu

Spanish

Andlisis de la intensidad de los ciclones tropicales

Aplicaciones satelitales multiespectrales: observacion del ciclo de vida de los incendios
en zonas despobladas, 2a edicién

Introduccioén a la hidrografia

Guia de referencia para sistemas de alerta temprana de crecidas repentinas
Identificacidn satelital de estructuras: cintas transportadoras

Ecuacion omega cuasigeostroéfica

Ecuacion de la vorticidad cuasigeostréfica

Estimacion de la precipitacion: medicion

Identificacidn satelital de estructuras: ciclogénesis

Identificacidn satelital de estructuras: inferir tres dimensiones en imagenes de vapor de
agua

Fundamentos de teledeteccion en el visible e infrarrojo

Sistemas convectivos de mesoescala tropicales

English

Gridded Products in the NWS National Blend of Global Models
Enroute Icing

Introduction to Climatology for the Tropical Pacific Islands



11. What sort of training resources would your institution be interested
in borrowing from other satellite operators, CoEs or training
programmes, to adapt and reuse? *

If your institution is not interested in adapting and reusing training resources, please indicate reasons.



About VLab collaboration

12. Is this institution working closely together with the sponsored
CoE(s) in VLab training activities? *

Please comment on the answer above and, if applicable, suggest ways
to improve collaboration *

13. Do you maintain regular contact with the other VLab Supporting
Satellite Operators/Agencies to discuss data access and format issues
as well as training needs to improve the use of satellite data and
products? *

Please comment on the answer above and, if applicable, suggest ways
to improve collaboration *

A A \AIL _ _ _ a2 _ € _____ _ a0V MV o ot € _al. _



4. vvndatl SOrt or support woulia you like 10 receive 1roimn owner
Supporting Satellite Operators/Agencies, CoEs, WMO Space
Programme, VLab Co-chairs and TSO? *

15. What sort of support could you offer to other Supporting Satellite
Operators/Agencies, CoEs and WMO Space Programme? *

This could be any kind of support. For example: collaborate in RFG sessions organised by other CoEs,
organise joint training events in a particular subject, or any other support/collaboration you think the CoE
could offer.

Training Events organised in 2015

Please prepare a table containing all training events organised by your institution during this reporting
period.

If you have submitted your events to the VLab Online Calendar, all you need to do is to download your
report (CSV/Excel spreadsheet) directly from there. If the institution had conducted other training events
considered as part of its VLab activities, that for some reason were not submitted to the Online Calendar,
please add them to the spreadsheet downloaded from the Online Calendar.

In the case the institution has not submitted the training events to the Online Calendar, please prepare a
table or spreadsheet (Excel or word) containing the data as indicated in the figure below.

The table/spreadsheet containing the training events organised by the institution in 2015 should be sent
to the VLab TSO by email at luveeck@gmail.com

Example of Table of Events


mailto:luveeck@gmail.com

Type

WMO (online, Number
Date Title of Event | Location Racian Host classroom, |Language of Country of origin of trainees
9 blended, trainees
RFG)

This content is neither created nor endorsed by Google.



https://www.google.com/forms/about/?utm_source=product&utm_medium=forms_logo&utm_campaign=forms

Dates

25-26 April
2015

4-8 May
2015

25-27 May
2015

28-30 May
2015

24 August -
9 October
2015

Training supported by NOAA in 2015

Title of Event

WMO/NOAA Train the Trainer (TtT)
Workshop on Satellite Data Access,
Application, and GEONETCast Americas
for WMO RA 11I/IV members

McIDAS-V training workshop

Regional Technical Training Workshop
on the Emergency Managers Weather
Information Network (EMW!IN) system
(English session)

Regional Technical Training Workshop
on the Emergency Managers Weather
Information Network (EMW!IN) system
(Spanish session)

WMO RA-I Basic Hydrologic Sciences for
the African Region

Location

College Park,
Maryland, USA

San Jose, Costa
Rica

Bridgetown,
Barbados

Bridgetown,
Barbados

WMO

Region Host

I, IV

WMO and
NOAA

NOAA and
UCAR

NOAA and
United
Nations?

NOAA and
United
Nations?

WMO and
COMET

Type

classroom

classroom

classroom

classroom

online

Number of

Language participants Countries/Islands

English
and
Spanish

Spanish
and
English

English

Spanish

?

37

13

22

10

32

(16):Argentina,
Barbados, Belize,
Brazil, Canada,Chile,
Colombia, Costa Rica,
Ecuador,El Salvador,
Honduras, Mexico,
Peru, St. Lucia,
Surinam, Trinidad
and Tobago

6: Barbados,
Guatemala,
Honduras, El
Salvador, Costa Rica
and Panama

8: Aruba, St. Lucia,
San Vincent & the
Grenadines, Trinidad
& Tobago, Barbados,
Guyana, Monsterrat,
Puerto Rico

6: Guatemala, Costa
Rica, Venezuela,
Nicaragua, Barbados,
Colombia

Ethiopia, Ghana,
Gambia, Kenya,
Liberia, Nigeria,
Sudan, Sierra Leone,
South Sudan,
Uganda, Zambia



14-25
September
9-20
November

16-20
November
2015

7-11 Sept
2015

22-0
January
2015

KMA-COMET Olympic Forecaster
Training Course

KMA Wx Analysis Course

‘Tropical Desk’ Training Workshop on
forecasting techniques with emphasis
on tropical cyclones and other types of

severe weather in Mexico

CALMet XI

WMO Virtual Laboratory Regional
Focus Group of the Americas and

Caribbean

Boulder, CO Il
Boulder, CO Il
Mexico City,

Mexico v
Seoul, Korea All

I, IV

KMA and

COMET classroom English
KMA and

COMET classroom English
Servicio

Meteorolé

gico

Nacional

(SMN) and

NOAA classroom Spanish
KMA classroom English
CIRA, VLab English
Costa Rica, and
CIMH online Spanish

12

12

31

36

29

Korea

Korea

Mexico

Argentina

, Brazil,

Canada,

China

, Croatia

, Eatonia

, Germany

, Indonesia

, Malaysia

, ,Russian Federation
, South Africa

, Switzerland

, The Netherlands
, Uganda

, United Kingdom
, USA

Bahamas, Barbados,
Belize, Brazil,
Colombia, Costa Rica,
Dominica, Haiti,
Honduras, Peru, and
Saint Kitts & Nevis



5-0
February
2015

31-0 March
2015

16-0 April
2015

28-0 May
2015

25-0 June
2015

23-0 July
2015

WMO Virtual Laboratory Regional
Focus Group of the Americas and
Caribbean

WMO Virtual Laboratory Regional
Focus Group of the Americas and
Caribbean

WMO Virtual Laboratory Regional
Focus Group of the Americas and
Caribbean

WMO Virtual Laboratory Regional
Focus Group of the Americas and
Caribbean

WMO Virtual Laboratory Regional
Focus Group of the Americas and
Caribbean

WMO Virtual Laboratory Regional
Focus Group of the Americas and
Caribbean

I, IV

I, IV

I, IV

I, IV

I, IV

I, IV

CIRA, VLab
Costa Rica,
CIMH

CIRA, VLab
Costa Rica,
CIMH

CIRA, VLab
Costa Rica,
CIMH

CIRA, VLab
Costa Rica,
CIMH

CIRA, VLab
Costa Rica,
CIMH

CIRA, VLab
Costa Rica,
CIMH

online

online

online

online

online

online

English
and
Spanish

English
and
Spanish

English
and
Spanish

English
and
Spanish

English
and
Spanish

English
and
Spanish

31

19

21

27

31

21

Bahamas, Barbados,
Belize, Bolivia, Brazil,
Colombia, Costa Rica,
Germany, Haiti,

Panama, Peru
Bahamas, Barbados,

Brazil, Colombia,
Costa Rica,El
Salvador, Haiti,
Honduras, Panama,

Peru, Uruguay
Bahamas, Barbados,

Brazil, Cayman
Islands, Colombia,
Costa Rica,El
Salvador, Grenada,
Haiti, Nigeria, Peru,
St. Kitts& Nevis
Belize, Brazil,
Colombia, Costa Rica,
El Salvador, Haiti,
Honduras, Peru,
Uruguay

Barbados, Belize,
Brazil, Colombia,
Costa Rica,El
Salvador, Grenada,
Haiti, Honduras,
South Africa, Trinidad
& Tobago

Belize, Bolivia,
Colombia, Ecuador,
El Salvador, Haiti,
Peru, Suriname, and
Trinidad & Tobago



WMO Virtual Laboratory Regional

27-0 August Focus Group of the Americas and

2015

10-0
September
2015

28-0
October
2015

24-0
November
2015

Caribbean

WMO Virtual Laboratory Regional
Focus Group of the Americas and
Caribbean

WMO Virtual Laboratory Regional
Focus Group of the Americas and
Caribbean

WMO Virtual Laboratory Regional
Focus Group of the Americas and
Caribbean

I, IV

I, IV

I, IV

I, IV

CIRA, VLab
Costa Rica,
CIMH online

CIRA, VLab
Costa Rica,
CIMH online

CIRA, VLab
Costa Rica,
CIMH online

CIRA, VLab
Costa Rica,
CIMH online

English
and
Spanish

English
and
Spanish

English
and
Spanish

English
and
Spanish

31

63

40

33

Argentina, Barbados,
Bolivia, Brazil,
Colombia, Costa Rica,
El Salvador, Grenada,
Haiti, Peru, Saint
Kitts & Nevis, and
Trinidad & Tobago

Argentina, Barbados,
Belize, Bolivia, Brazil,
Colombia, Costa Rica,
Ecuador, El
Salvador,Haiti,
Honduras, Panama,
Peru, Trinidad &
Tobago, Uruguay,
Venezuela

Bahamas, Barbados,

Bolivia, Brazil,
Colombia, Costa Rica,
Ecuador, Haiti,
Paraguay, Peru,
Spain, Suriname,
Trinidad & Tobago,
and Uruguay

Bolivia, Brazil, Chile,
Colombia, Costa Rica,
El Salvador, Haiti,
Honduras,Peru,
Spain, Trinidad &
Tobago, and Uruguay



10-0
December
2015

WMO Virtual Laboratory Regional
Focus Group of the Americas and
Caribbean

I, IV

CIRA, VLab
Costa Rica,
CIMH

online

English
and
Spanish

33

Argentina, Bolivia,
Brazil,Colombia,
Costa Rica, Ecuador,
El Salvador,
Germany, Haiti,
Honduras, Peru, and
Uruguay



