Good Morning every body,

I would like to be with all of you in Beijing but work constrain does not allow my participation.

I would like to thanks Fan Hong to give me the opportunity to be virtually present in this section.

The Virtual Laboratory is a powerful network of competences and resources. Training through the Virtual Laboratory network of Centres of Excellence is One of the most important Achievements in ET-SUP and is important to improve and broader the use of satellite data

In accordance with the VLab five-year strategy, current efforts are directed to strengthen the VLab in all WMO Regions through the network of Centres of Excellence, and broaden the scope of VLab from operational meteorology to oceanic, climate and environmental applications. This is the main goal for these next five years. This general goal is accomplish by several tasks.

For instance, we will be face to a big challenger -

The operational meteorological satellite programmes in geostationary orbit are all planned to migrate to new generations in the 2014-2017 time frame. This is an opportunity, but also a challenge for users

and The VLab will very important to build a strategy for the users.

One of the Recommendations from the ICT/IOS meeting two weeks ago is:

The scope of VLab activities should be broadened. The VLMG, in consultation with other WMO Departments, has taken action to prepare a roadmap towards widening the scope of VLab activities to serve the needs of emerging scientific communities in the developing countries.

I would like to thanks Meryem, Gordon and Luciane to help the VLab activities during the time I was co-chair and I would like to give special thanks to Volker my co-chair who maintained very active the VLAB.

I also would like to thanks Kathy Ann to accept this position and I wish a success and good luck.

Thank you

Luiz Augusto Machado
